
  
ABERDEEN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 

ABERDEEN, WASHINGTON 
 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors  
Community Room, Aberdeen High School  

November 4, 2014 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
6:00 p.m. Work Study  
 
7:00 p.m.  Regular Meeting Call to Order 
 
Flag Salute 
 
Consent Agenda 

1. Minutes 
2. Overnight/Out-of-State Travel Requests 
3. Gifts to the District 

 
Comments from Board Members 
 
Comments from Student Representatives 
 
Comments from the Audience 
 
Old Business 

1. New Novel 
2. New Business Law Text 

Superintendent’s Report 
1. Grays Harbor College Trustees 
2. Foodball 
3. SRO Update 
4. Graduation Policy 
5. Sound Equipment Update 
6. Classroom Furniture Update 
7. WSSDA Conference 

 
 

 
 



Board Meeting Agenda 
November 4, 2014 
 
 
Instructional Services 

1. Teaching and Learning Report 
2. Assessment Schedule 

 
New Business 

1. 2015 Levy Collections 
2. Next Meeting 

 
Comments from the Audience 
 
Executive Session 
 
Personnel Matters  

1. Certificated 
2. Classified 

 
 
ADJOURN 
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ABERDEEN  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  NO. 5 
BOARD INFORMATION AND BACKGROUND 

 
November 4, 2014 – Community Room, Aberdeen High School 

 
 
6:00 p.m. – Work Study for a transportation overview, assessment update and discussion 
of new graduation requirements. 
 
7:00 p.m. – Regular Meeting Call to Order 
 
Flag Salute 
 
Consent Agenda – Enclosure 1 
1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting – Minutes of the regular meeting conducted on 

October 21, 2014, are enclosed for your approval. 
2. Overnight / Out-of-District Trip Requests 

a. The men’s swimming and dive team at Aberdeen High School is requesting 
permission to travel to Camp Bishop for conditioning, community service and team 
building on Nov. 21-22. 

3. Gifts to the District –  
a. Robert Gray Elementary School has received a $1,000.00 grant from the Black 

Family Charitable Fund in support of the reading program. 
b. The automotive technology program at Aberdeen High School has received a 

donation of two vehicles: 
 A 1994 Ford Ranger pickup truck, VIN 1FTCR10A2NUC91294, valued at 

$553.00, and 
 A 1999 Chevrolet Malibu, VIN 1G1ND52T1X6159592, valued at $860.00. 

 
Comments from Board Members 
 
Comments from Student Representatives 
 
Comments from the Audience 
 
Old Business 
1. “The Outsiders” – The Instructional Materials Committee met on October 9 and is 

recommending adoption of the novel “The Outsiders” for use in English classes at 
Miller Junior High School.  The novel is presented tonight for second reading and 
adoption. Enclosure 2 

2. New Business Law Text – The Instructional Materials Committee met on October 9 and 
is recommending adoption of “Street Law – a Course in Practical Law” for use in CTE 
classes at Aberdeen High School. The text is presented tonight for second reading and 
adoption. Enclosure 3 
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Board Meeting Information 
November 4, 2014 
 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
1. Grays Harbor College Trustees – A reminder that the Board’s work study on  

November 18 will take place at Grays Harbor College at the invitation of the college’s 
Board of Trustees. The meeting begins at 4:30 p.m.   

2. Foodball – A reminder that the annual Foodball competition to benefit area food banks 
kicks off on Friday, November 7. 

3. SRO Update – Superintendent Opstad will update Board members on the grant for a 
School Resource Officer. Enclosure 4 

4. Graduation Policy – Superintendent Opstad will discuss planned updates to Policy 
2410 Graduation Requirements, which will be needed as a result of changes by the 
state in required assessments, required courses and the number of credits required for 
graduation. Enclosure 5 

5. Sound Equipment Update – Superintendent Opstad will discuss plans to upgrade 
sound equipment in the Auditorium. 

6. Classroom Furniture Update – Superintendent Opstad will update Board members on 
the reconfiguration of a classroom using furniture arrangements that encourage 
reading.   

7. WSSDA Conference – A reminder that the WSSDA Conference is scheduled for 
November 19-22 in Spokane. Superintendent Opstad will discuss travel arrangements. 

 
Instructional Services 
1. Teaching and Learning Report – Teaching and Learning Director Judy Holliday will 

present the Teaching and Learning Report for October, which is enclosed for your 
information. Enclosure 6 

2. Assessment Schedule – Mrs. Holliday will review the new assessment schedule for 
2014-2015 reflecting changes made at the state level. Enclosure 7 

 
New Business 
1. 2015 Levy Collections – Correspondence from the Grays Harbor County Assessor 

details the bond and levy funds uncollected in 2013-14 that can be collected in 2015. 
Board action is required.  Enclosure 8 

2. Next Meeting – The next regular meeting of the Board is set for 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
November 18, 2014, in the Community Room at Aberdeen High School.  A work study 
for discussion of issues of mutual interest will take place at Grays Harbor College at 
4:30 p.m.  
 

Comments from the Audience 
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Board Meeting Information 
November 4, 2014 
 
 
 
Executive Session  
At this time the meeting will recess for an executive session that is expected to last 10 
minutes for the purpose of evaluating the qualifications of applicants for employment. 
 
Personnel Matters  Enclosure 9 

1. Classified 
a. Hires 
b. Change of Assignment 
c. Resignation 
d. Extra-Curricular Contracts 
e. Substitutes 

 
ADJOURN 
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ABERDEEN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 
Board of Directors – October 21, 2014 

 

The regular meeting of the School Board was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Community Room at Aberdeen High School.  The meeting began with the flag 
salute. Members present were President Sandra Bielski, Jennifer Hagen, Jeremy 
Hawkins, Jamie Walsh and student representatives Sarah McCauley and Shelby 
Cokeley, along with Superintendent Thomas Opstad and 26 patrons and staff. 
A work study for a facilities maintenance overview preceded the meeting.  

CALL TO ORDER 

On a motion by Jeremy Hawkins and seconded by Jamie Walsh, the Board 
approved the Consent Agenda, which included the minutes of the regular 
meeting conducted on October 7, 2014, September payroll vouchers 816517 
through 816583 and 816619 through 816622 totaling $2,743,601.07; General Fund 
vouchers 816584 and 816628 through 816751 totaling $617,621.79, ASB Fund 
vouchers816599 through 816618 and 816752 totaling $20,140.31, Capital Projects 
Fund vouchers 816593 through 816598 and 816623 through 816627 totaling 
$336,941.36 and Private Purpose Trust Fund vouchers 816585 through 816592 
totaling $10,967.65; permission for the boys’ golf team at Aberdeen High School 
to travel to Longview for the district tournament on October 21-22 and the 
boys’ tennis team at Aberdeen High School to travel to Longview for the district 
tennis tournament on October 23-25; and gifts to the district from the Aberdeen 
Rotary Foundation in the amount of $6,000 in support of Business Week and 
from Great Northwest Federal Credit Union in the amount of $114.00 in 
support of college planning in AVID classes. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

President Bielski commented on the success of the regional WSSDA meeting 
that was held at Aberdeen High School and thanks Dr. Opstad for the work he 
did on behalf of the Board as hosts.  

COMMENTS FROM 
BOARD MEMBERS 

 Student Representative Sarah McCauley provided an update on activities at 
Aberdeen High School. She discussed Yearbook, graduation preparations, 
Homecoming and conferences, as well as an upcoming band concert and a 
haunted house being organized by the orchestra. 

COMMENTS FROM 
STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Four Aberdeen High School students – Conner Weber, Connor Quinn, 
Jashanpreet Jandu and Carter Harris – were recognized with certificates of 
achievement for the work they did to refurbish the tennis courts at Aberdeen 
High School. Marv Townsend, the district’s maintenance and operations 
manager, spoke highly of the seniors for coming together as a crew and for 
giving up most of their summer in support of their school. He noted their senior 
project made it possible for his crew to focus on a number of other projects over 
the summer. 

COMMENTS FROM 
THE AUDIENCE 



Aberdeen School Board Minutes 
October 21, 2014 

 

Superintendent Opstad updated Board members on a three-year, $125,000 grant 
to help fund a school resource officer. The Aberdeen Police Department will 
hire and train a new officer, which will take six to eight months, and after that 
an officer within the department will be assigned full-time to the Aberdeen 
School District during the school year.  He said the officer will be housed at 
Aberdeen High School but spend time at all of the schools.  After the grant 
expires, he said the arrangement with the Aberdeen Police Department will 
likely include the district paying the officer’s salary during the school year, with 
the city picking it up when school is not in session. 

Superintendent Opstad provided information on a property trade proposed by 
Masco Petroleum.  Masco owns the former Pettit fueling station adjacent to the 
Transportation Department off Myrtle Street and the District owns property 
adjacent to Masco in South Aberdeen.  The Board discussed the importance of 
investigating the condition of the fuel tanks and property prior to finalizing any 
agreements. 

The Board adjusted its work study schedule for November 18 in order to attend 
a meeting hosted by the Grays Harbor College board of trustees.  The work 
study will begin at 4:30 p.m. at the college.  The 2016-2018 levy discussion 
planned for November 18 will take place on December 2. 

Superintendent Opstad updated Board members on registration and travel 
plans for the annual WSSDA conference. Board members will leave on 
Wednesday, November 19, and return Saturday, November 22. 

Superintendent Opstad updated Board members on a new form that is now 
being used in the District under Policy 6213 Leave Sharing. He also noted that a 
new location has been created on the district web site called “District Forms.” 

SUPERINTENDENT’S 
REPORT 

SCHOOL RESOURCE 
OFFICER 

 

 

 
PROPERTY TRADE 
 
 
 
 
 

RESCHEDULED 
WORKSTUDY 
 
 

WSSDA 
CONFERENCE 
 

LEAVE SHARING 
FORM 

 

 Teaching and Learning Director Judy Holliday updated Board members on the 
district’s Advanced Placement trainings for staff and resulting opportunities for 
students. The cost of taking the test has been a barrier for some students and the 
District has received a grant that will pay this fee.  More than 300 students are 
enrolled in AP courses at Aberdeen High School.  The district hopes to see more 
students take the exam, but even those who don’t are experiencing more rigor 
in their high school careers.  Director Walsh said it’s nice to hear how much the 
program has grown and based on the experience her children had in AP classes, 
she stressed the value of mock exams. 

The Board accepted for first reading two books recommended by the 
Instructional Materials Committee: “The Outsiders,” a novel for English classes 
at Miller Junior High School, and “Street Law” for use in CTE classes at 
Aberdeen High School. 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

NEW TEXTS 
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Aberdeen School Board Minutes 
October 21, 2014 

 

Business Manager David Herrington presented the Fiscal Status Report for 
September. Based on the Budget Status Report, the ending fund balance was 
$1,914,423.50in the General Fund, $529,736.80 in the Capital Projects Fund, 
$232,389.79 in the Associated Student Body Fund, $279,622.46 in the 
Transportation Vehicle fund, $80,914.45 in cash and $2,717,519.80 in the Debt 
Service Fund.  Under enrollment, he reported that the average annual FTE after 
the October 1 count is 3,150.83, which is 64.83 FTE above budget. 

Mr. Herrington said he wanted to take a moment to thank Marv Townsend for 
his presentation during the work study and publicly recognize and thank him, 
as well as the maintenance and custodial crews, for the amazing work they do 
all year. 

FISCAL STATUS 
REPORT 

Marv Townsend, maintenance and operations manager for the district, 
reviewed the projects that have taken place in the district over the summer and 
early this fall.  He shared a report detailing the projects and showed a link to 
the district web site where photos of the various projects are posted. Some of 
the projects included installing a new drainfield under the field at Miller Junior 
High School prior to the installation of the new track, coordinating and working 
with the students who refurbished the tennis courts, installation of portable 
buildings at Stevens and A.J. West elementary schools, repairing a damaged 
wall at McDermoth, repair of a waterline at Central Park, painting the visitor 
side bleachers at Stewart Field, and completing installation of security at all the 
school buildings. He noted that the projects kept his crew of eight spread very 
thin and he is proud to work with a group so willing to do what it takes to get 
jobs done. 

SUMMER 
MAINTENANCE 
UPDATE 

The next regular meeting of the Board is set for 7 p.m. Tuesday, November 4, in 
the Community Room at Aberdeen High School. A work study will begin at 
6:00 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING 

At 7:45 p.m. President Bielski recessed the meeting into an executive session 
expected to last 10 minutes for the purpose of evaluating the qualifications of 
applicants for employment. The session convened at 8 p.m. The regular meeting 
resumed at 8:08 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

On a motion by Jeremy Hawkins and seconded by Jennifer Hagen, the Board 
approved the Personnel Report as amended to include the resignation of Ivy 
Lyles as a para-educator at McDermoth Elementary School effective October 21.  
Under certificated matters, the Board approved the hiring of Kimberly Ivy Lyles 
as a kindergarten teacher (current year) at McDermoth Elementary effective 
October 22 and accepted the resignation of Lois Parks as a Special Education 
teacher at Aberdeen High School effective November 29. 
 

PERSONNEL 

CERTIFICATED 
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Aberdeen School Board Minutes 
October 21, 2014 

 
Under classified matters, the Board approved the hiring of Cassandra Carriker 
as a tutor for Professional Medical Careers at Aberdeen High School effective 
October 20, Carrie Smith as a vocational assistant at Aberdeen High School 
effective October 27, Sara Peterson as an AVID tutor at Miller Junior High 
School effective October 15, Denis Calles as a student helper in the 21st Century 
Program at A.J. West Elementary effective October 21, Michele Smith as a para-
educator in the 21st Century Program at A.J. West Elementary effective October 
8, Megan Jones and Sha-Lynn Ramsey as para-educators (current year) at 
Stevens Elementary School; accepted the resignation of Natasha Chapin, a 
nurse at A.J. West Elementary, effective November 14; approved an extra-
curricular contract for Aric Cleverly as an assistant coach for Boys’ Basketball at 
Aberdeen High School effective November 17; approved the hiring of substitute 
para-educators Cari Baxter, Megan Jones and Jennifer Metcalf, and the hiring of 
substitute custodians Jeff Clemens, Jerry Perry and Stephen White. 

CLASSIFIED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:22 p.m. ADJOURN 

 

 

 

Thomas A. Opstad, Secretary  Sandra Bielski, President 

   

  4 



ABERDEEN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 

OVERNIGHT & OUT-OF- DISTRICT STUDENT TRIP REQUEST 

Overnight or out-of-state field trips require approval by the Board of Directors. Use the 
form below as an outline for the information necessary to submit a request for Board 
approval. Requests must be submitted to the building principal at least three weeks 
prior to submission to the Board. Following approval by the building principal and ASB, 
forward request to superintendent one week prior to the Board meeting. 

Group/Team AUS m0111s Sv-vim t- Di 1ll.2 
School Aberdeen m31 ::rtJoo I 
Advisor ~(, ?~~L Phone 

Date of Trip _l}__Ql/. .dJ 22 
533-757/ 

Destination (.o..,m,p QshDp 
Objective of Trip --.l.._.Ll,,,<~....:..l.£..l""--1-....!...l..<:.L.....J....l...:...-~,....+....-__..::..:.~.....L.....J'-L..!....UL.l..W-.JLL-....!.....:t---=-..:::::!.._u...,...:....J -"-"-l.,~ 

Number of Students J5-35 Number of Chaperones 

Cost Per Student 0 -----------------------
Cost Per Ch aper one ____ --t7-__________________ _ 

Funding Source· -~~-~~~~-------------------
Type of Transportation __ B ___ U......__~-----------------
ASB Approval -~--=-:.........:CZ=-__,~L;L.:......:~=- ======-==:;=-==-=-=-------Date 

Principal's Ap~,,,__'774¥-1<!)0 
Board Approval _____________ _ 

Date 

Date 

Reference School Board Policy Field Trips and Excursions 2320 and 2320P 

/0-22-/'f 

/() ,#67/t '( 

Revised 1012002 



Aberdeen School District #5 
Career and Technical Education 

410 North 'G' Street 
Aberdeen, WA 98520 
Fax (360) 538-2057 
E-mail lgreen@asd5.org 

October 20, 2014 

Christopher Howell 
500 F Street 
Aberdeen, WA 98520 

Re: Vehicle Donation 10-16-2014 

Dear Christopher: 

Lynn Green, Director 
Phone (360) 538-2038 
Mona Dilley, Secretary 
Phone (360) 538-2039 

Thank you for your donation of a 1994 Ford Ranger PU, VIN 
#1FTCR10A2NUC91294, valued at $553.00. This donation helps to educate our 
automotive technology students. We appreciate your support of our students at 
Aberdeen High School. 

Sincerely, 

Lynn Green 
Aberdeen School District No. 5 
360-538-2038 

Enrollment in all of our Career and Technical Programs is without regard to Race, Color, National Origin, Sex, or Disability. 

ABERDEEN 



Aberdeen School District #5 
Career and Technical Education 

410 North 'G' Street 
Aberdeen, WA 98520 
Fax (360) 538-2057 
E-mail lgreen@asd5.org 

October 20, 2014 

James Batchelder 
190 W Dry Bed Creek Road 
Matlock, WA 98560 

Re: Vehicle Donation 10-16-2014 

Dear James: 

Lynn Green, Director 
Phone (360) 538-2038 
Mona Dilley, Secretary 
Phone (360) 538-2039 

Thank you for your donation of a 1999 Chevrolet Malibu, VIN 
#1G1ND52T1X6159592, valued at $860.00. This donation helps to educate our 
automotive technology students. We appreciate your support of our students at 
Aberdeen High School. 

Sincerely, 

Lynn Green 
Aberdeen School District No. 5 
360-538-2038 

Enrollment in all of our Career and Technical Programs is without regard to Race, Color, National Origin, Sex, or Disability. 

· ABERDEEN 



1. 

3. 

Aberdeen School District 
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL FOR INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL 

All material must be approved by the Instructional Materials Committee (IMC) prior to use. 

This form must be typed/word processed and completed in full before submitting. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 2. MATERIAL INFORMATION 
Name of Submitter/Committee: Holly Furth, Steven Taylor Title: The Outsiders 
Date: 9/ 16/14 Author!Producer: S.E. Hinton ------------ --
School: Miller Junior High Publisher: Puffin Books 
Department: (secondary only) _E_ng""-l_is_h _________ _ Copyright: _19_6_7 _____________ _ 

Price Per Item: 
Number of copies to be purchased: 
·.f:!iBAl: 0-14 ~08'3572-X 

INTENDED USE 
(Check all boxes that apply) 

Grade level(s): _7 ______ Course: ~E_L~A ___________ _ 
Basic/Core X Large Group 
Supplemental Small Group 
Pilot Individual Instruction 
Teacher Resource Enrichment 

Other (Specify) 

4. TYPE OF MATERIAL 
(Check all boxes that apply) X Text (print or electronic) Lexile Readability Level 750L (www.lexile.com) 

6. 

Web Based Curriculum/Resource 
Apps/Computer Software 
Recording/CD 
Video/DVD 
Reviewed by Technology 

--------

1. Do concepts in the materials remain consistent with the current standards for the curricular area(s) they support? 

2. Materials lead to learner accomplishments of the following current standards: ~Yes D No 

D Other 

Rev. 5/2012 Page I of3 





Aberdeen School District 
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL FOR INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL 

3. Content can be adapted to abilities of individual students (i.e. different reading levels, ELL students, students with disabilities)? ~es 0 No 

7. MATERIAL EVALUATION 
Provide a brief overview/impression of instructional material (strengths/weaknesses, reasons selected over others, why students will benefit) 

8. BIAS SCREENING 

The purpose of the following questions is to alert individuals to potential biases by author/publisher. A response of"Poor" does not 
necessarily el iminate the material from being approved. For example, traditional and classical perspectives wi ll be reviewed as 
reflecting the period in which they were written. 

I . Presents more than one viewpoint of controversial issues. 

2. Presents minorities real istically. 

3. l ncludes contributions of minority authors. 

4. Presents no biases in regards to race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or identity, creed, religion, age, veteran or mi litary 
status, disabil ity and use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with 
a disability (WAC 392-190-055). 

5. Facilitates the sharing of cultural differences. 

6. Promotes the positive nature of differences. 

7. Includes the contributions, inventions, or discoveries of women. 

8. Includes the contributions, inventions, or discoveries of minorit ies. 

9. Presents minorities in a manner that promotes ethn ic pride. 

Rev. 5/2012 

Fair Poor NIA 

: ~ 
I I 
I I I J I 
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Aberdeen School District 
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL FOR INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL 

9. SJGNATURES 

Submitted by: 

Approved by Department Head (secondWJ' only) 
t (. 

, Print name ' \ 

Approved by Building Administrator /.d gi G L I e Y1 e 
Print name 

JO. RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommended by instructional materials committee: &_ Yes D No 

11. FINAL APPROVAL 

DATE APPROVED RESTRICTED APPROVAL NOT APPROVED 

IMC Chairperson / 0- 9-;l.oiy 

School Board 

Rev. 5/2012 Page 3 of3 



Aberdeen School District 
REQUEST FOR AP PROV AL FOR INSTRUCTIONAL MA TERTAL 

All mate1ial must be approved by the Instructional Materials Committee (IMC) prior to use. 

This fo rm must be typed/word processed and completed in full before submitting. 

I . GENERAL INFORMATION 2. MATERIAL INFORMATION 
Name of Submitter/Committee: Tara Johnson Title: Street Law - A Course in Practical Law -------------
Date: I 0/02/ 14 
School: Aberdeen High School 
Department: (secondary only) CTE ---- -----------

3. INTENDED USE 
(Check all boxes that apply) 

Grade levcl(s): I 0-12 
Basic-/C-o-re ____ _ 

Supplemental 
Pilot 
Teacher Resource 

Course: 

Author/Producer: Arbetman and O'Brien 
Publisher: Glencoe ------------------Copyright: 20 I 0 

-----------------
Price Per Item: 
Number of copies to be purchased: 30-35 
MH1D ; ~ -07-g79fg3--><--,--~~~ 

Intro to Crime and Personal Law 
Large Group 
Small Group 
Individual Instruction 
Enrichment 
Other (Specify) 

4. TYPE OF MATERIAL 
(Check all boxes that apply) X Text (print or electronic) Lexi le Readability Level (www. lcxilc.com) 

X Web Based Curriculum/Resource 
Apps/Computer Software 
Recording/CD 
Video/DVD 
Reviewed by Technology 

5. SYNOPSIS/SUMMARY (Goals, brief description of content & purpose, online materials & support available) 
Street Law focuses on legal issues that are relevant to students' lives. It will help them develop the knowledge and skills essential to 
living in our law-related society. The Street Law curriculum includes case studies, mock trials, role-plays, small group exercises and 
visual analysis activities. 
The student text book covers many different aspects of the law including: The Law and Legal System, Criminal Law and Juvenile 
Justice, Torts, Consumer and Housing Law, and Family Law. 
Street Law, Inc. materials are used in more than 70 law schools nationwide. There are an abundance of online and supplemental 
resources avai lable. 

6. STANDARDS/CRITERIA 
I. Do concepts in the materials remain consistent with the current standards for the curricular area(s) they support? X Yes D No 

2. Materials lead to learner accomplishments of the fo llowing current standards: D Yes D No 
List most appropriate/key standards addressed: 
X Co111111on Core Literacy 

Determine the central ideas or info1111ation of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details 
and ideas. 
Evaluate authors' differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors' claims, reasoning, and evidence. 
Integrate infonnation from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject under investigation. 
Draw evidence from infomiational texts to support analysis, renection and research. 

0 Common Core Math 

X Other -
Correlatcs with the National Standards for Civics and Government 
*Sec attached 

Rev. 5/20 12 Page I of3 



Aberdeen School District 
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL FOR INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL 

Please explain: 

This particular curricul um provides a wide variety of resources that can be adapted to various learning styles and reading levels. 

3. Content can be adapted to abilities of individual students ( i.e. different reading levels, ELL studen ts, students with disabilities)? X Yes D No 

7. MATERIAL EVALUATION 
Provide a brief overview/impression of instructiona l material (strengths/weaknesses, reasons selected over others, why students will benefit) 

The Street Smart curriculum is a very thorough curriculum covering many different aspects of the law. It includes case sludies which illustrate lhe context of real-life 
and hypothetical situations. The You Be the Judge sections involve students in considering and deciding the outcomes of legal situations. There are also many 
different online resources including Mock Trials, Careers in Law, Supreme Court Updates and specific Washington Stale Law resources. I tnily feel this curriculum 
will be very effective in teaching this course and I believe the students will benefit greatly from all of the resources included. 

8. BIAS SCREEN ING 

The purpose of the following questions is to alert individuals to potential biases by author/publisher. A response of"Poor" does not 
necessarily eliminate the material from being approved. For example, traditional and classical perspectives wi ll be reviewed as 
reflecting the period in which they were written. 

Excellent Good Fair Poor NI A 
I . Presents more than one viewpoint of controversial issues. x 
2. Presents minorities realistically. x 
3. Includes contributions of minority authors. X 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~-'--~~-

4. Presents no biases in regards to race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation X 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~-'-~~-

in cl u ding gender expression or identity, creed, religion, age, veteran or military 
status, disabil ity and use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with 
a disability (WAC 392-190-055). 

5. Facilitates the sharing of cultural differences. X 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~-'--~~-

6. Promotes the positive nature of differences. X 
:::======~====~======*========::::===== 

7. Includes the contributions, inventions, or discoveries of women. X 
~====*======*=====*=====~===== 

8. Includes the contributions, inventions, or discoveries of minorities. X 
:::======~====~======*========::::===== 

9. Presents minorities in a manner that promotes ethnic pride. X 
'----~~--'-~~-'-~~~-'---~~-'--~~-

Rev. 5/20 I 2 Page 2 of3 



Aberdeen School District 
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL FOR INSTRUCTIONAL MA TERI AL 

9. 

SIGNATURES 

Tara Johnson 
Submitted by: 

Print name 
Approved by Department Head (~eco11dary 011~)') 

Approved by Building Administrator 

Lynn Green 
l rli11 nan~ reer 

Print name 

10. RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommended by instructional materials committee: Kl Yes D No 

1 I. FINAL APPROVAL 

D/\TE n APPROV ED RESTRICTED A PPROVAL 

IMC Chairperson /O -f" -~/y' ~ t~~~~ 
' / 

School Board t. 

Rev. 5/201 2 

NOT A PPROVED 
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The following scope and sequence chart illustrates how Street Law: A Course in Practical Law, 
Eighth Edition, meets the content standards for civics and government as outlined in the National 
Standards for Civics and Government. Additional content standards are met by lessons and activi
ties in the Teacher Manual and on the Online Learning Center at www.glencoe.com. 

-

Standard Street Law: A Course in Practical Law 
Student Edition 

I. What are Civic Life, Politics, and Government? 
A. What is civic life? What is politics? What Chapters 1, 3, 7, 12-17, 22-44 

is government? Why are governments 
and politics necessary? What purposes 
should government serve? 

B. What are the essential characteristics of Chapters 1, 4, 6-7, 17-22, 36, 43, 45 
limited and unlimited government? 

c. What are the nature and purposes of Chapters 1, 17, 33, 36 
constitutions? 

D. What are the alternative ways of Chapters 1, 1 7 
organizing constitutional governments? 

I II. What are the Foundations of the American Political System? 
A. What is the American idea of Chapters 1, 5, 7, 17, 36 

constitutional government? 

B. What are the distinctive characteristics of Chapters 3-7, 15-17, 27, 30, 36-45 
American society? 

C. What is American political culture? Chapters 7, 17, 31, 33, 36-45 

D. What values and principles are basic to Chapters 1, 6- 8, 12, 14-1 7, 29-30, 35-45 
American constitutional democracy? 

III. How does the Government Established by the Constitution Embody the Purposes, 
Values, and Principles of American Democracy? 
A. How are power and responsibility Chapters 1- 2, 5, 7-8, 15- 17, 30-31, 

distributed, shared, and limited in the 35-44 
government established by the United 
States Constitution? 

B. How is the national government Chapters 3, 5-6, 8, 17-18, 27, 35-36, 45 
onzanized and what does it do? 
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C. How are state and local governments Chapters 2-3, 5, 7-16, 27, 30-34, 43 
organized and what do they do? 

D . What is the place of law in the American Chapters 1, 3- 5, 7-8, 12-45 
constitutional system? 

E. How does the American political system Chapters 2-3, 6-8, 13-17, 22, 26-27, 
provide for choice and opportunities for 30-44 
participation? 

IV Wha . th Rela . hi ofth U . dS t IS e tions lP e rute tates to 0th N . d er ations an ld Affairs toWor ? 

A. How is the world organized politically? Chapters 2, 5, 27 I 

B. How do the domestic politics and Chapters 2, 17, 31, 43, 45 
constitutional principles of the United 
States affect its relations with the world? 

c. How has the United States influenced Chapters 2, 15, 27, 31, 43 I 
other nations, and how have other 
nations influenced American politics and 
society? 

v. What are the Roles of the Citizens in American Democracy? 

I A. What is citizenship? Chapters 1, 43, 45 

B. What are the rights of citizens? Chapters 1, 12-45 

C. What are the responsibilities of citizens? Chapters 2- 3, 7, 9- 22, 30- 34, 36-45 
I 

D. What civic dispositions or traits of private Chapters 1-4, 7-8, 14- 17, 22, 29, 31 , 33, 
and public character are important to the 36-44 
preservation and improvement of 
American constitutional democracy? 

E. How can citizens take part in civic life? Chapters 3, 7- 8, 12-17, 22, 29-37, 43-44 
--
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June 17, 2014 

Robert H. Torgerson, Police Chief 
Aberdeen Police Department 
210 E. Market St. 
Aberdeen, WA 98520 

Re: Aberdeen School District support for SRO 

The Aberdeen School District is committed to partnering with the Aberdeen Police 
Department to support a School Resource Officer (SRO) for the Aberdeen schools. This 
would be an extremely valuable asset for both our community and school district. 

I have worked with a SRO in another school district and feel this would be an excellent 
addition to the Aberdeen School District. Allowing a local law enforcement officer to 
work with our students in order to help provide a safe, consistent, and welcoming 
environment will provide benefits well beyond the classroom. 

As the superintendent, I realize many of our students need the consistency provided 
by an "in-house" police officer. Working in collaboration with police department and 
community-based organizations such as the Northwest Justice Project, our Juvenile 
Detention Center, and local court system will address many issues in our community. 
Some of these include, drug activity occurring in or around our elementary and 
secondary schools, property crime taking place in our parking lots, help in reporting 
school-age victims of crimes, assist with attendance issues and student truancy, and 
school-based theft. 

Preventative support and training may include areas such as personal safety and 
protection, participation on local truancy boards, help train students to resolve 
conflicts, provide suggestions to help reduce crime and create a safer school 
environment for students and staff. In our schools, an SRO would also be a valuable 
advisory member of our new Criminal Justice program at Aberdeen High School. 
Finally, assisting in the review or development of school policies to help reduce crime 
and enhance the safety and security of our schools would be invaluable. 

We are willing to commit funds to help meet the funding requirement of the grant. 
This is something we will budget over the next three years. I will also make sure we 
budget to help fund the majority, if not all, of the required fourth year through an 
agreement with the Aberdeen Police Department. This will help provide both stability 
and continuity for our school district, students, families and police department. 

Please feel free to give me a call if you have further questions or need clarification on 
my support of the School Resource Office program. I think it is an outstanding 
program that will provide great benefit to our community. 

Thomas A. Opsta,, Ed.D. 

I 
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School Board Briefing / Update on Graduation Requirements 
 
Date: November 4, 2014 
From: Dr. Thomas A. Opstad, Superintendent 
Lead Staff: Judy Holliday, Director, Teaching and Learning 
 Sherri Northington, Co-Principal, Aberdeen High School 
 Rocky Rocquin, Co-Principal, Aberdeen High School  
 Lynn Green, CTE Director 
 
Purpose of Briefing 
1. Updated information from both OSPI and the SBE as we prepare to amend Policy 

2410 to meet the newly implemented graduation requirements for the class of 2019 – 
our current eighth graders. 

2. Share information with the school board, district staff, and our community on the 
changes taking place for students at Aberdeen High School over the next five years. 

 
Overview 
The Legislature, Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), and State 
Board of Education (SBE) have made several changes to the state graduation 
requirements that will impact our students differently over the next five years.  In my last 
briefing on graduation requirements in October of 2012, I explained there would be 
upcoming changes given the implementation of the Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS) and the new Smarter-Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC). 
 
The SBE establishes the minimum credit requirements for graduation along with the 
requirements for the High School and Beyond Plan and Culminating Project. 
 
The Washington State Legislature establishes the state testing requirements for all grades 
and the assessment requirements for graduation. 
 
OSPI provides guidance, oversight and support for school districts implementing the 
requirements from the SBE and Legislature. 
 
Why Board Action is Necessary 
Graduation policy is set by the school board as outlined in Policy 2410.  Changes to 
board policy require review and opportunity for public discussion prior to board action.  
 
Current Policy 
Our current policy addresses the changes that took place in 2012 for the classes of 2013 
through 2016 and beyond.  Current legislation and rule-making by both OSPI and the 
SBE impact the classes of 2015 through 2019 differently.   
 
The major change to the policy will be the move to 24 credits from our current 
requirement of 22 credits.  This impact will be effective with the class of 2019, our 
current eighth grade class. 
 



Graduation Requirements 
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Page 2 
In our current policy, we state that students must pass the “approved state assessments” in 
math, science, and reading/writing or English Language Arts (ELA).   
 
Suggested Changes to Policy 
1. The main change to the policy will be the breakout of the credit charts for the 2016 

through 2019 school years.  This will include the information from the SBE website 
that is current as of November 2014. 
 

2. Other changes will be minor and reflect changes in the law impacting graduation 
requirements in the Culminating Project, High School and Beyond Plan, and other 
non-credit requirements. 

 
Policy Change Implications 
The suggested policy changes should meet the requirements needed for students through 
the class of 2019.  I will continue to follow our legislature and other rule-making 
agencies to make sure we are in compliance. 
 
The move to 24 credits may lead to changes in scheduling of classes at both high schools 
and Miller Junior High.  We are looking at what the impact may be and studying the best 
course of action based on recommendations from staff.   
 
I do not see negative implications to this policy change.  What I am recommending is a 
change in our policy to meet the new state guidelines.   
 
Superintendent Recommendation 
After review and discussion, I would recommend that the School Board approve the 
updates to Board Policy 2410.  I will bring the policy forward for a first reading at the 
second board meeting in November. 
 
Background Information 
RCW 28A.230.090 gives the SBE the authority to set high school graduation 
requirements, but under 28A230.100 OSPI is then given the authority to issue rules that 
help guide school districts in setting graduation requirements. 
 
A link to the updated OSPI State Testing website is located at 
http://k12.wa.us/assessment/StateTesting/default.aspx 
 
The newly updated SBE website breaks out the graduation requirements for the classes 
graduating through the year 2019.  That information is found at 
http://sbe.wa.gov/GradRequirements/ClassOf2015.php 
 
The Graduation in Washington document is available for board members, schools and 
families to assist students in earning a high school diploma in the State of Washington. 
More information can be found at 
http://k12.wa.us/GraduationRequirements/pubdocs/GraduationToolkit.pdf  

http://k12.wa.us/assessment/StateTesting/default.aspx
http://sbe.wa.gov/GradRequirements/ClassOf2015.php
http://k12.wa.us/GraduationRequirements/pubdocs/GraduationToolkit.pdf
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Abbreviations
• AP: Advanced Placement
• BEA: Basic Education Allocation
• CAA: Certificate of Academic Achievement
• CIA: Certificate of Individual Achievement
• COE: Collection of Evidence
• DAC: District Assessment Coordinator
• ELA: English Language Arts
• EOC: End-of-Course Exam
• GE: Grade Equivalent

• HSPE: High School Proficiency Exam
• IB: International Baccalaureate
• IEP: Individualized Education Program
• LDA: Locally Determined Assessments
• MSP: Measurements of Student Progress
• SSID: State Student Identification
• WAMS: Washington Assessment 

Management System

More Information
State Testing
• www.WAtesting.com
• statetesting@k12.wa.us

State Graduation Requirements
• www.k12.wa.us/GraduationRequirements
• www.sbe.wa.gov
• gradreq@k12.wa.us

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
http://www.WAtesting.com
mailto:statetesting%40k12.wa.us?subject=
http://www.k12.wa.us/GraduationRequirements
http://www.sbe.wa.gov
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2014–15 Key Dates
HIGH SCHOOL PROFICIENCY EXAMS

Mar 17–19: HSPE retake (for 11th or 12th 
graders who have not yet met 
standard)

Date TBD: HSPE retake registration 
window

Date TBD: HSPE retake (for 11th and 12th 
graders who have not yet met 
standard)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS EXIT EXAM

May 12–13 
or 19–20:

ELA exit exam for grade 10

END-OF-COURSE EXAMS

Jan 5– 
Feb 6:

EOC testing window for Math 
and Biology

Last 3 
weeks of 
school:

EOC testing window for  Math 
and Biology

WASHINGTON ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
PROFICIENCY ASSESSMENT

Feb 2– 
Mar 13:

WELPA testing window (for 
English language learners in 
grades K–12)

SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS

Apr 6– 
June 15:

Smarter Balanced testing 
window for grade 11  
(online version)

Last 3 
weeks of 
school (by 
May 30):

Smarter Balanced testing 
window for grade 11  
(paper/pencil version)

TESTS FOR SOME STUDENTS IN  
SPECIAL EDUCATION

Nov 3–14: DAPE testing window for 
Reading, Writing, Math and 
Science

Nov–Apr: WA-AIM testing window

By Nov 17: WAAS-portfolio

Mar 9 –
June 15:

DAPE testing window for 
Reading, Writing, Math and 
Science

Apr 6– 
June 15:

Off-grade level tests for  
ELA and Math

CAA OPTION - COLLECTION OF EVIDENCE

Jan 28: Deadline to submit Reading, 
Writing, Biology and Math COEs

Apr 29: Deadline to submit Reading, 
Writing, Biology and Math COEs 
(for 12th graders only)

May 4–22: IB testing: Please contact your 
school counselor for more 
information

May 4–8: AP testing window 1 

May 11–15: AP testing window 2 

June 10: Deadline to submit Reading, 
Writing, Biology and Math COEs

CAA OPTION - ACT

Aug 8: Deadline: Register for Sept. 13 ACT

Sept 13: 1st ACT testing of school year 

Sept 19: Deadline: Register for Oct. 25 ACT 

Oct 25: 2nd ACT testing of school year 

Nov 7: Deadline: Register for Dec. 13 ACT

Dec 13: 3rd ACT testing of school year

Jan 9: Deadline: Register for Feb. 7 ACT

Feb 7: 4th ACT testing of school year

Mar 13: Deadline: Register for Apr. 18 ACT

Apr 18: 5th ACT testing (last 
opportunity to receive results 
before June graduation)

May 8: Deadline: Register for June 13 ACT

June 13: Final ACT testing of school year

CAA OPTION - SAT

Sept 12: Deadline: Register for Oct. 11 SAT

Oct 9: Deadline: Register for Nov. 8 SAT

Oct 11: 1st SAT testing of school year

Nov 6: Deadline: Register for Dec. 6 SAT 

Nov 8: 2nd SAT testing of school year 

Dec 6: 3rd SAT testing of school year 

Dec 29: Deadline: Register for Jan. 24 SAT

Jan 24: 4th SAT testing of school year

Feb 13: Deadline: Register for Mar. 14 SAT

Mar 14: 5th SAT testing of school year

Apr 6: Deadline: Register for May 2 SAT

May 2: 6th SAT testing (last opportunity 
to receive results before June 
graduation)

May 8: Deadline: Register for June 6 SAT

June 6: Final SAT testing of school year

SCORE REPORTS SENT TO DISTRICTS

HSPE: May (grade 12); June (grade 11)

ELA exit 
exam: 

Sept

EOC: Winter test: Apr;  
Spring test: Sept

WELPA: Early June

Smarter 
Balanced: 

July

DAPE: Spring (Reading, Writing  
and Math); Sept (Science)

WA-AIM: Sept

WAAS-
portfolio: 

Report date varies depending 
on date of submission

Off-grade 
level test: 

June

COE: Jan submission: Mar 25;  
Apr submission: May 29;  
June submission:  
July 24 (Reading and Writing), 
Aug 14 (Math and Biology)

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
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State Testing Information
Paper/Pencil Tests
The state will automatically send pre-iden-
tified Smarter Balanced ELA test booklets to 
every 10th grader in the school district and 
HSPE test booklets for every 11th and 12th 
grader who has not yet passed Reading and 
Writing state exams. Neither school districts 
nor families need to order booklets or regis-
ter these students. 
Any student in grades 7–12 who is taking a 
high school credit-bearing Biology course 
will receive a Biology EOC test booklet. 
Any student in grades 9–12 who is taking a 
high school credit-bearing  Algebra 1 and/
or Geometry, or integrated Math class will 
receive the appropriate EOC test booklet. 
School districts can accommodate non-enrolled 
12th graders by using unused booklets.

Online Tests
All 11th graders will be registered to take 
the Smarter Balanced ELA and Math exams.

State Testing Days
•	 ELA	exit	exams:	(New for 2015) All 

10th graders must take the ELA exit 
exam on the same days as other stu-
dents in their district, either May 12 
and 13 or May 19 and 20. Students who 
miss the opportunity will be able to sit 
for the exam in the fall. 

•	 HSPE: HSPE testing for students in 11th 
or 12th grade is scheduled for March 
18–19 (Writing) and March 20 (Read-
ing). Students who miss the opportunity 
will be able to sit for the exam in sum-
mer or fall 2015. 

•	 EOC	exams:	School districts set the 
schedules for EOC testing in Math and 
Biology in January/February and in 
May/June. EOCs are given within the last 
three weeks of school.

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
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State Graduation Requirements
A high school diploma is more than a rite of 
passage. It should signify to anyone—college 
admissions counselors and professors, em-
ployers and families—that a student worked 
hard, was challenged and is prepared for 
the next steps in life. All public high school 
graduates are expected to show they are 
ready for career, college and life.
The state’s minimum graduation require-
ments, as established by the State Board of 
Education, represent a portfolio of a stu-
dent’s high school career. That portfolio, 
composed of the following elements, is proof 
that the student 
has acquired the 
necessary skills to 
succeed both per-
sonally and profes-
sionally in an in-
creasingly complex 
world.
Students are held 
to the graduation 
requirements that 
are in place when they first enter ninth grade. 
The requirements do not change even if the 
student’s graduation year changes.

State Graduation Requirements
Students in the Class of 2015 must pass state 
exams in English Language Arts (or Reading 
and Writing), Math and Science to earn a Cer-
tificate of Academic Achievement (CAA). 
NOTE: Students receiving special education 
services may earn a CAA, with or without ac-
commodations, or a Certificate of Individual 
Achievement (CIA). See page 14 for details 
about the CIA.
In spring 2015 the Reading and Writing 
exams will be combined into one English 
Language Arts (ELA) exit exam. Students 
may use the new ELA exit exam instead 

of the separate Reading and Writing High 
School Proficiency Exams if they have not 
yet passed them.
Students in the Class of 2015 must fulfill the 
following three requirements as outlined in 
WAC	180-51-066 and RCW	28A.655.066. 
Students in the Class of 2016 and beyond 
must fulfill the three requirements as out-
lined in statute and in WAC	180-51-067	
and RCW	28A.655.066.

1.		 Earn	High	School	Credits
Students must earn the state minimum 
requirement of 20 high school credits 

(WAC	180-51-066 
or WAC	180-51-067, 
depending on the year 
the student started 
ninth grade). Students 
must also meet the 
course and credit 
requirements estab-
lished by their local 
districts.

2.	 Develop	a	High	School	and		
Beyond	Plan
To graduate, students must develop a 
plan on how they will meet the high 
school graduation requirements and 
what they will do following high school. 
A student’s plan, which ideally should 
be started in eighth or ninth grade and 
revised as he/she moves forward, should 
include the classes needed to prepare for 
a two- or four-year college, apprentice-
ship, career or technical school, certifi-
cate program or the workforce. Each 
school district determines the guidelines 
for the high school and beyond plan. 
Questions about the guidelines should 
be directed to the high school or school 
district office. 

State & Local Requirements

School districts may have additional credit 
and non-credit graduation requirements, 
such as community service. Students and 
their families should be aware of all state 
and local graduation requirements when 
they begin high school.

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=180-51-066
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.655.066
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=180-51-067
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.655.066
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=180-51-066
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=180-51-067
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3.	 Earn	a	CAA/CIA
Students in the Class of 2015 earn a CAA 
or CIA by passing state exams in English 
Language Arts (or Reading and Writing), 
Math and Science.
The CAA and CIA (for some students 
receiving special education services) tell 
families, schools, businesses and colleges 
that an individual student has mastered 
a minimum set of skills by graduation. 
RCW	28A.655.061 dictates the assess-
ment graduation requirements that 
qualify a student for a CAA or CIA. 
Students receiving special education 
services may have alternatives to the 
state high school assessment require-
ments, if the IEP team determines that 
an alternate is appropriate for gradua-
tion purposes. Download the handout 
“Special Education and State Testing” at 
www.k12.wa.us/Resources for more 
information about these options.

State Graduation Requirements, continued

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?Cite=28A.655.061
http://
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*  Reading and Writing HSPEs will be available to 11th and 12th graders in spring and summer 2015 and to 12th graders in spring and  
 summer 2016.

**  Test will not be available until spring 2015.
+  The decision about how an eligible student participates in statewide assessment is an Individualized Education Program (IEP) team decision,  
 not an administrative decision.
++  Unless a student is determined to have significant cognitive disabilities or transferred into Washington public schools in 11th or 12th grade  
 he or she must attempt state assessments once before qualifying for alternatives in each content area  
 (www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions). 
#  Must have transferred into Washington public schools from another state or a private school.
##  Must be a 12th grader and meet the very limited criteria outlined in Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 392-501-601 to apply.

Class of 2015 State Testing Requirements
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS SCIENCE MATH

English language arts (ELA) requirement has 
been met by (choose one):

Science requirement has been met by  
(choose one):

Math requirement has been met by  
(choose one):

Passing Reading & Writing High School 
Proficiency Exams (HSPEs).* 

Passing the Biology End-of-Course (EOC) exam. Passing one Math End-of-Course (EOC) exam.

Passing the new ELA exit exam based on 
Common Core State Standards.** 

Passing one of the new Math EOC exit exams 
based on Common Core State Standards.**

Passing the 11th-grade career- and college-
ready (CCR) ELA test.** 

Passing the 11th-grade career- and college-
ready (CCR) Math test.**

Scoring Level 2 (Basic) on the Reading & 
Writing HSPEs or ELA exit exam  (limited to 
students in special education, per IEP team).+

Scoring Level 2 (Basic) on the Biology EOC 
(limited to students in special education,  
per IEP team).+

Scoring Level 2 (Basic) on one Math EOC 
(limited to students in special education,  
per IEP team).+

Passing the ELA Washington Alternate Assessment 
System (WAAS) Portfolio or Washington-
Access to Instruction and Measurement 
(WA-AIM) (limited to students with significant 
cognitive challenges, per IEP team).+ 

Passing the Science Washington Alternate 
Assessment System (WAAS) Portfolio or 
Washington-Access to Instruction and 
Measurement (WA-AIM) (limited to students with 
significant cognitive challenges, per IEP team).+

Passing the Math Washington Alternate 
Assessment System (WAAS) Portfolio or 
Washington-Access to Instruction and 
Measurement (WA-AIM) (limited to students with 
significant cognitive challenges, per IEP team).+

Using the Grades Comparison option.++ Using the Grades Comparison option.++ Using the Grades Comparison option.++

Scoring 3 or higher on one of the AP exams or 
4 or higher on one of the IB exams approved 
for Reading & Writing.++

Scoring 3 or higher on one of the AP exams or 
4 or higher on one of the IB exams approved 
for Science.++

Scoring 3 or higher on one of the AP exams or 
4 or higher on one of the IB exams approved 
for Math.++

Earning a high enough score on the  SAT or 
ACT for Reading, or SAT or ACT Plus Writing for 
Writing.++

(SAT or ACT is not an option for Science.) Earning a high enough score on the SAT or ACT 
for Math.++

Passing the Reading & Writing Collection of 
Evidence (COE).++

Passing the Biology Collection of Evidence 
(COE).++

Passing the Math Collection of Evidence 
(COE).++

For students receiving special education 
services who have not been successful on the 
exit exams, the requirement has been met by 
(choose one):

For students receiving special education 
services who have not been successful on the 
Biology EOC, the requirement has been met by 
(choose one):

For students receiving special education 
services who have not been successful on the 
Math EOCs, the requirement has been met by 
(choose one):

Passing the off-grade level assessment in ELA 
(limited to 11th and 12th graders).

Passing the off-grade level assessment in 
Science (limited to 11th and 12th graders).

Passing the off-grade level assessment in Math 
(limited to 11th and 12th graders).

Passing a Locally Determined Assessment 
(LDA) in ELA (limited to 12th graders).

Passing a Locally Determined Assessment  
(LDA) in Math (limited to 12th graders).

For students pursuing a diploma without 
passing a Washington state ELA test, the 
requirement has been waived by (choose one):

For students pursuing a diploma without 
passing a Washington state Science test, the 
requirement has been waived by (choose one):

For students pursuing a diploma without 
passing a Washington state Math test, the 
requirement has been waived by (choose one):

Passing an OSPI-approved high school Reading 
or ELA test in another state.#

Passing an OSPI-approved high school Science 
test in another state.#

Passing an OSPI-approved high school Math 
test in another state.#

Appealing ELA assessment requirement to the 
state because of a special circumstance.##

Appealing Science assessment requirement to 
the state because of a special circumstance.##

Appealing Math assessment requirement to 
the state because of a special circumstance.##

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
http://www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/Families/IEP.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx%3Fcite%3D392-501-601
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*  Reading and Writing HSPEs will be available to 11th and 12th graders in spring and summer 2015 and to 12th graders in spring and  
 summer 2016.

**  Test will not be available until spring 2015.
+  The decision about how an eligible student participates in statewide assessment is an Individualized Education Program (IEP) team decision,  
 not an administrative decision.
++  Unless a student is determined to have significant cognitive disabilities or transferred into Washington public schools in 11th or 12th grade  
 he or she must attempt state assessments once before qualifying for alternatives in each content area  
 (www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions). 
#  Must have transferred into Washington public schools from another state or a private school.
##  Must be a 12th grader and meet the very limited criteria outlined in Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 392-501-601 to apply.

Class of 2016 State Testing Requirements
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS SCIENCE MATH

English language arts (ELA) requirement has 
been met by (choose one):

Science requirement has been met by  
(choose one):

Math requirement has been met by  
(choose one):

Passing Reading & Writing High School 
Proficiency Exams (HSPEs).* 

Passing the Biology End-of-Course (EOC) exam. Passing one Math End-of-Course (EOC) exam.

Passing the new ELA exit exam based on 
Common Core State Standards.** 

Passing one of the new Math EOC exit exams 
based on Common Core State Standards.**

Passing the 11th-grade career- and college-
ready (CCR) ELA test.** 

Passing the 11th-grade career- and college-
ready (CCR) Math test.**

Scoring Level 2 (Basic) on the Reading & 
Writing HSPEs or ELA exit exam  (limited to 
students in special education, per IEP team).+

Scoring Level 2 (Basic) on the Biology EOC 
(limited to students in special education,  
per IEP team).+

Scoring Level 2 (Basic) on one Math EOC 
(limited to students in special education,  
per IEP team).+

Passing the ELA Washington Alternate Assessment 
System (WAAS) Portfolio or Washington-
Access to Instruction and Measurement 
(WA-AIM) (limited to students with significant 
cognitive challenges, per IEP team).+ 

Passing the Science Washington Alternate 
Assessment System (WAAS) Portfolio or 
Washington-Access to Instruction and 
Measurement (WA-AIM) (limited to students with 
significant cognitive challenges, per IEP team).+

Passing the Math Washington Alternate 
Assessment System (WAAS) Portfolio or 
Washington-Access to Instruction and 
Measurement (WA-AIM) (limited to students with 
significant cognitive challenges, per IEP team).+

Using the Grades Comparison option.++ Using the Grades Comparison option.++ Using the Grades Comparison option.++

Scoring 3 or higher on one of the AP exams or 
4 or higher on one of the IB exams approved 
for Reading & Writing.++

Scoring 3 or higher on one of the AP exams or 
4 or higher on one of the IB exams approved 
for Science.++

Scoring 3 or higher on one of the AP exams or 
4 or higher on one of the IB exams approved 
for Math.++

Earning a high enough score on the  SAT or 
ACT for Reading, or SAT or ACT Plus Writing for 
Writing.++

(SAT or ACT is not an option for Science.) Earning a high enough score on the SAT or ACT 
for Math.++

Passing the Reading & Writing Collection of 
Evidence (COE).++

Passing the Biology Collection of Evidence 
(COE).++

Passing the Math Collection of Evidence 
(COE).++

For students receiving special education 
services who have not been successful on the 
exit exams, the requirement has been met by 
(choose one):

For students receiving special education 
services who have not been successful on the 
Biology EOC, the requirement has been met by 
(choose one):

For students receiving special education 
services who have not been successful on the 
Math EOCs, the requirement has been met by 
(choose one):

Passing the off-grade level assessment in ELA 
(limited to 11th and 12th graders).

Passing the off-grade level assessment in 
Science (limited to 11th and 12th graders).

Passing the off-grade level assessment in Math 
(limited to 11th and 12th graders).

Passing a Locally Determined Assessment 
(LDA) in ELA (limited to 12th graders).

Passing a Locally Determined Assessment  
(LDA) in Math (limited to 12th graders).

For students pursuing a diploma without 
passing a Washington state ELA test, the 
requirement has been waived by (choose one):

For students pursuing a diploma without 
passing a Washington state Science test, the 
requirement has been waived by (choose one):

For students pursuing a diploma without 
passing a Washington state Math test, the 
requirement has been waived by (choose one):

Passing an OSPI-approved high school Reading 
or ELA test in another state.#

Passing an OSPI-approved high school Science 
test in another state.#

Passing an OSPI-approved high school Math 
test in another state.#

Appealing ELA assessment requirement to the 
state because of a special circumstance.##

Appealing Science assessment requirement to 
the state because of a special circumstance.##

Appealing Math assessment requirement to 
the state because of a special circumstance.##

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
http://www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/Families/IEP.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx%3Fcite%3D392-501-601
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*  Test will not be available until spring 2015.
+  The decision about how an eligible student participates in statewide assessment is an Individualized Education Program (IEP) team decision,  
 not an administrative decision.
++  Unless a student is determined to have significant cognitive disabilities or transferred into Washington public schools in 11th or 12th grade  
 he or she must attempt state assessments once before qualifying for alternatives in each content area  
 (www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions). 
#  Must have transferred into Washington public schools from another state or a private school.
##  Must be a 12th grader and meet the very limited criteria outlined in Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 392-501-601 to apply.

Class of 2017 State Testing Requirements
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS SCIENCE MATH

English language arts (ELA) requirement has 
been met by (choose one):

Science requirement has been met by  
(choose one):

Math requirement has been met by  
(choose one):

Passing the new ELA exit exam based on 
Common Core State Standards.*

Passing the Biology End-of-Course (EOC) exam. Passing one Math End-of-Course (EOC) exam.

Passing one of the new Math EOC exit exams 
based on Common Core State Standards.*

Passing the 11th-grade career- and college-
ready (CCR) ELA test.*

Passing the 11th-grade career- and college-
ready (CCR) Math test.*

Scoring Level 2 (Basic) on the new ELA exit 
exam (limited to students in special education, 
per IEP team).+

Scoring Level 2 (Basic) on the Biology EOC 
(limited to students in special education,  
per IEP team).+

Scoring Level 2 (Basic) on one Math EOC 
(limited to students in special education,  
per IEP team).+

Passing the ELA Washington Alternate Assessment 
System (WAAS) Portfolio or Washington-
Access to Instruction and Measurement 
(WA-AIM) (limited to students with significant 
cognitive challenges, per IEP team).+ 

Passing the Science Washington Alternate 
Assessment System (WAAS) Portfolio or 
Washington-Access to Instruction and 
Measurement (WA-AIM) (limited to students with 
significant cognitive challenges, per IEP team).+

Passing the Math Washington Alternate 
Assessment System (WAAS) Portfolio or 
Washington-Access to Instruction and 
Measurement (WA-AIM) (limited to students with 
significant cognitive challenges, per IEP team).+

Using the Grades Comparison option.++ Using the Grades Comparison option.++ Using the Grades Comparison option.++

Scoring 3 or higher on one of the AP exams or 
4 or higher on one of the IB exams approved 
for Reading & Writing.++

Scoring 3 or higher on one of the AP exams or 
4 or higher on one of the IB exams approved 
for Science.++

Scoring 3 or higher on one of the AP exams or 
4 or higher on one of the IB exams approved 
for Math.++

Earning a high enough score on the SAT or ACT 
Plus Writing for ELA.++

(SAT or ACT is not an option for Science.) Earning a high enough score on the SAT or ACT 
for Math.++

Passing the ELA Collection of Evidence (COE).++ Passing the Biology Collection of Evidence 
(COE).++

Passing the Math Collection of Evidence 
(COE).++

For students receiving special education 
services who have not been successful on the 
exit exams, the requirement has been met by 
(choose one):

For students receiving special education 
services who have not been successful on the 
Biology EOC, the requirement has been met by 
(choose one):

For students receiving special education 
services who have not been successful on the 
Math EOCs, the requirement has been met by 
(choose one):

Passing the off-grade level assessment in ELA 
(limited to 11th and 12th graders).

Passing the off-grade level assessment in 
Science (limited to 11th and 12th graders).

Passing the off-grade level assessment in Math 
(limited to 11th and 12th graders).

Passing a Locally Determined Assessment 
(LDA) in ELA (limited to 12th graders).

Passing a Locally Determined Assessment  
(LDA) in Math (limited to 12th graders).

For students pursuing a diploma without 
passing a Washington state ELA test, the 
requirement has been waived by (choose one):

For students pursuing a diploma without 
passing a Washington state Science test, the 
requirement has been waived by (choose one):

For students pursuing a diploma without 
passing a Washington state Math test, the 
requirement has been waived by (choose one):

Passing an OSPI-approved high school ELA test 
in another state.#

Passing an OSPI-approved high school Science 
test in another state.#

Passing an OSPI-approved high school Math 
test in another state.#

Appealing ELA assessment requirement to the 
state because of a special circumstance.##

Appealing Science assessment requirement to 
the state because of a special circumstance.##

Appealing Math assessment requirement to 
the state because of a special circumstance.##

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
http://www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/Families/IEP.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx%3Fcite%3D392-501-601


All materials related to graduation may be found online at www.k12.wa.us/Resources. 10

*  Test will not be available until spring 2015.
+  The decision about how an eligible student participates in statewide assessment is an Individualized Education Program (IEP) team decision,  
 not an administrative decision.
++  Unless a student is determined to have significant cognitive disabilities or transferred into Washington public schools in 11th or 12th grade  
 he or she must attempt state assessments once before qualifying for alternatives in each content area  
 (www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions). 
#  Must have transferred into Washington public schools from another state or a private school.
##  Must be a 12th grader and meet the very limited criteria outlined in Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 392-501-601 to apply.

Class of 2018 State Testing Requirements
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS SCIENCE MATH

English language arts (ELA) requirement has 
been met by (choose one):

Science requirement has been met by  
(choose one):

Math requirement has been met by  
(choose one):

Passing the new ELA exit exam based on 
Common Core State Standards.*

Passing the Biology End-of-Course (EOC) exam. Passing one Math End-of-Course (EOC) exam.

Passing one of the new Math EOC exit exams 
based on Common Core State Standards.*

Passing the 11th-grade career- and college-
ready (CCR) ELA test.*

Passing the 11th-grade career- and college-
ready (CCR) Math test.*

Scoring Level 2 (Basic) on the new ELA exit 
exam (limited to students in special education, 
per IEP team).+

Scoring Level 2 (Basic) on the Biology EOC 
(limited to students in special education,  
per IEP team).+

Scoring Level 2 (Basic) on one Math EOC 
(limited to students in special education,  
per IEP team).+

Passing the ELA Washington Alternate Assessment 
System (WAAS) Portfolio or Washington-
Access to Instruction and Measurement 
(WA-AIM) (limited to students with significant 
cognitive challenges, per IEP team).+ 

Passing the Science Washington Alternate 
Assessment System (WAAS) Portfolio or 
Washington-Access to Instruction and 
Measurement (WA-AIM) (limited to students with 
significant cognitive challenges, per IEP team).+

Passing the Math Washington Alternate 
Assessment System (WAAS) Portfolio or 
Washington-Access to Instruction and 
Measurement (WA-AIM) (limited to students with 
significant cognitive challenges, per IEP team).+

Using the Grades Comparison option.++ Using the Grades Comparison option.++ Using the Grades Comparison option.++

Scoring 3 or higher on one of the AP exams or 
4 or higher on one of the IB exams approved 
for Reading & Writing.++

Scoring 3 or higher on one of the AP exams or 
4 or higher on one of the IB exams approved 
for Science.++

Scoring 3 or higher on one of the AP exams or 
4 or higher on one of the IB exams approved 
for Math.++

Earning a high enough score on the SAT or ACT 
Plus Writing for ELA.++

(SAT or ACT is not an option for Science.) Earning a high enough score on the SAT or ACT 
for Math.++

Passing the ELA Collection of Evidence (COE).++ Passing the Biology Collection of Evidence 
(COE).++

Passing the Math Collection of Evidence 
(COE).++

For students receiving special education 
services who have not been successful on the 
exit exams, the requirement has been met by 
(choose one):

For students receiving special education 
services who have not been successful on the 
Biology EOC, the requirement has been met by 
(choose one):

For students receiving special education 
services who have not been successful on the 
Math EOCs, the requirement has been met by 
(choose one):

Passing the off-grade level assessment in ELA 
(limited to 11th and 12th graders).

Passing the off-grade level assessment in 
Science (limited to 11th and 12th graders).

Passing the off-grade level assessment in Math 
(limited to 11th and 12th graders).

Passing a Locally Determined Assessment 
(LDA) in ELA (limited to 12th graders).

Passing a Locally Determined Assessment  
(LDA) in Math (limited to 12th graders).

For students pursuing a diploma without 
passing a Washington state ELA test, the 
requirement has been waived by (choose one):

For students pursuing a diploma without 
passing a Washington state Science test, the 
requirement has been waived by (choose one):

For students pursuing a diploma without 
passing a Washington state Math test, the 
requirement has been waived by (choose one):

Passing an OSPI-approved high school ELA test 
in another state.#

Passing an OSPI-approved high school Science 
test in another state.#

Passing an OSPI-approved high school Math 
test in another state.#

Appealing ELA assessment requirement to the 
state because of a special circumstance.##

Appealing Science assessment requirement to 
the state because of a special circumstance.##

Appealing Math assessment requirement to 
the state because of a special circumstance.##

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
http://www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/Families/IEP.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx%3Fcite%3D392-501-601
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Washington State Minimum* Credit Requirements

CLASSES REQUIRED CREDITS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Class  
of 2015

Classes 
of 2016, 
2017 & 

2018

Classes 
of 2019+

ENGLISH 3 4 4 Automatic two-year extensions for implementing additional 
credits (class of 2016) are available for districts that apply

MATHEMATICS 3 3 3  � Algebra 1 or Integrated 1

 � Geometry or Integrated 2

 � Algebra 2 or Integrated 3; or a student may elect to pursue 
a third credit of math other than Algebra 2 or Integrated 
3 if the elective choice is based on a career-oriented high 
school and beyond plan and the student, parent/guardian 
and school representative meet and sign a form

SCIENCE 2 2 3 Must include 1 lab for classes of 2015–2018, 2 labs for Class 
of 2019 and beyond

SOCIAL STUDIES 2.5 3 3 Automatic two-year extensions for implementing additional 
credits (class of 2016) are available for districts that apply

 � 1 credit in U.S. history

 � 1 credit in contemporary world history, geography and 
problems, or an equivalent course

 � 0.5 credit in WA state history and government for Class 
2015; 

 � 0.5 credit in social studies elective and 0.5 credit in 
civics for Class of 2016 and beyond

ARTS 1 1 2 1 can be Personalized Pathway Requirement for the Class of 
2019 and beyond

HEALTH AND FITNESS 2 2 2 Unless excused per RCW 28A.230.050 for Class of 2015  
or earlier

 � 0.5 credit in health for Class of 2016 and beyond

 � 1.5 credit in fitness for Class of 2016 and beyond

CAREER AND TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION

1 1 1 Or 1 Occupational Education credit, as defined in  
WAC 180-51-067.

ELECTIVES 5.5 4 4

WORLD LANGUAGE OR 
PERSONALIZED PATH-
WAY REQUIREMENT

2 Both can be Personalized Pathway Requirement for the Class 
of 2019 and beyond

TOTAL REQUIRED 
CREDITS

20 20 24**

*  Many districts require more than the minimum credits to graduate. Please see your local district requirements to find out  
 how many are required to earn a diploma from your high school.

** Up to 2 credits can be waived locally based on a student’s unusual circumstances.

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.230.050
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=180-51-067
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Alternatives to Passing State Exams:  
Certificate of Academic Achievement (CAA) Options
Students who have not passed state tests can 
use the CAA Options, or state-approved al-
ternatives, to meet graduation requirements 
in English language arts, math and science. 
Students must attempt a state test at least 
once before attempting CAA options. 
Learn more: bit.ly/1nyykvR.
NOTE: Students must have attempted the 
state test at least once (or be approved for 
Direct Access) before attempting an alterna-
tive in that content area. 
Transfer	students:	A student who first 
transfers into Washington public high 
schools in 11th or 12th grade from out of 
state or an in-state non-public setting (home 
school or private school) qualifies for an  
“assessment waiver.” He/she has immedi-
ate access to the CAA Options and does not 
have to take the state exams. If a student has 
already passed an approved exam in their 
previous state, he/she can use those results. 

Collection of Evidence (COE)
The COE is an evaluation of a set of work 
samples based on classroom work prepared 
by the student with instructional support 
from a teacher. Students must meet eligibil-
ity criteria.

GPA Comparison (12th graders only)
A student’s grades in English and/or math 
courses are compared with the grades of stu-
dents who took the same courses and passed 
the state test. This option is available to stu-
dents in their 12th-grade year who have an 
overall grade-point average of 3.2. 

College Admission/AP/IB Tests
Students may use their math, reading and/
or writing scores on the SAT reasoning test, 
ACT or ACT Plus Writing tests, specified 
Advanced Placement (AP) or International 
Baccalaureate (IB) examinations, or Smarter 
Balanced assessments (starting in 2015) to 
show they have key skills expected of high 
school graduates. 
• Minimum acceptable scores on college-

entrance exams are:
	� Reading 

SAT: 350 ACT: 13
	� Writing 

SAT: 380 ACT Plus Writing: 15
	� Algebra	1/Integrated	Math	1	

SAT: 390 ACT: 16
	� Geometry/Integrated	Math	2 

SAT: 400 ACT: 17
• A score of 3 or higher on certain  

AP tests:
	� Reading:	English literature and com-

position, macroeconomics, micro-
economics, psychology, U.S. history, 
world  history, U.S. government and 
politics, comparative government 
and politics
	� Writing:	English language and  

composition
	� Math:	Calculus or statistics
	� Science:	Biology, chemistry, physics 

or environmental science

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
http://bit.ly/1nyykvR%20
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• A score of 4 or higher on certain IB tests at 
the higher level (HL):
	� Reading	and	Writing:	Language A: 

literature, language A: language and 
literature, business and management, 
economics, geography, history, infor-
mation technology is a global society, 
philosophy, psychology or social and 
cultural anthropology
	� Math:	Mathematics or further  

mathematics
	� Science:	Biology, chemistry or  

physics

Alternatives to Passing State Exams: Certificate of Academic 
Achievement (CAA) Options, continued

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
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Testing for Students in Special Education
All students, including students eligible for 
special education services, must participate 
in state testing. Students with an expected 
graduation year of 2015 through 2018 
must earn Certificate of Academic Achieve-
ment (CAA) by passing state tests in Eng-
lish language arts (reading and writing), 
math and science. 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
teams make decisions about how students 
in special education participate in state test-
ing. They may determine that a Certificate 
of Individual Achievement (CIA) is more 
appropriate for some students. 
Diplomas are the same whether a student 
earns a CAA or CIA.
For general questions, please email  
waas@k12.wa.us or visit bit.y/1wb4wKM. 
For specific questions, please contact your 
local school. 
NOTE: Students with a Section 504 Plan are 
not eligible to use any of the testing options 
for students with IEPs.

State Tests With the “Basic” Option
Students take the state tests at grade level, 
with or without accommodations — but IEP 
teams adjust passing criteria from “Profi-
cient” (Level 3) to “Basic” (Level 2). A Level 
2 score cannot be used to meet state and 
federal accountability, but can be used for 
graduation.

Alternate Assessments
Students with significant cognitive chal-
lenges can take a performance-based assess-
ment to show their knowledge and skills. 
Students in 11th or 12th grade who submit-
ted a WAAS-Portfolio in the spring of 2014 
(or who were unable to submit a portfolio 
in the spring), and have not yet met profi-

ciency, may submit a portfolio in November 
of 2014. This will be the last administration 
of the WAAS-Portfolio. It will be replaced by 
the WA-Access	to	Instruction	&	Measure-
ment	(WA-AIM), the alternate assessment 
aligned to Washington’s new state learning 
standards in English language arts and math 
(Common Core).

Off-Grade Level Tests
Students take a state test in one or more 
content areas, with or without accommo-
dations, at either an elementary or middle 
school level. Students pass by earning “Pro-
ficient” (Level 3) or higher.

Locally Determined Assessments
Twelfth graders who have not met English 
language arts (reading and writing), math 
and science requirements may be able to 
use a Locally Determined Assessment (LDA). 
The LDA system helps students for whom the 
grade-level exams at “Basic,” alternate assess-
ments and off-grade level tests are not appro-
priate. An LDA provides another option for 
students to read and comprehend adapted 
or below-grade-level text, master a limited 
number of grade-level or below-grade-level 
concepts and skills, and communicate orally 
and/or in writing. 
To use an LDA to meet the graduation re-
quirement, a student must:
• Be in 12th grade;
• Have an IEP;
• Use one of three approved educational 

achievement tests or the science option;
• Be on track with or have finished all 

other state and local graduation require-
ments (e.g., credits, culminating project, 
high school and beyond plan, etc.); AND

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
mailto:waas%40k12.wa.us?subject=
http://bit.ly/1wb4wKM%20
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• Have a score on an approved standard-
ized assessment and generated a Grade 
Equivalent (GE) score at or above 3.8. 
The score must have been obtained in 
either the 11th or 12th grade.

Awareness Level Waiver
Districts may make local decisions about the 
appropriateness of course credits and high 
school and beyond plans for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. 
State laws and rules (RCW	28A.155.045 
and WAC	180-51-115) also acknowledge 
the critical role of the IEP team in determin-
ing the most appropriate high school credit 
and assessment options for students eligible 
for special education. However, at this time, 
districts may not waive the assessment re-
quirements for high school graduation. 
OSPI has established a process and criteria 
for waiving the assessment requirements for 
students whose cognitive functioning is the 
most severely impaired. These are students 
who function at an “awareness level” of cog-
nitive development. This level of cognitive 
development is extremely rare. Students at 
the awareness level exhibit the following:
• The student has limited intentionality 

and is not able to communicate using 
pre-symbolic strategies

• The student’s reaction to environmental 
stimuli may be limited to crying, opening 
eyes, movement, etc.

• The student’s behavior is not under 
his or her control but reflects a general 
physical state (e.g., hungry, wet, sleepy).

• The student may be conscious (awake) 
during limited times each day.

• Parents, teachers or other adults are 
needed to interpret the child’s state from 
behaviors such as sounds, body move-
ments and facial expressions. 

Kevin’s Law and Graduation
Kevin’s law (RCW	28A.155.170) allows 
certain students receiving special education 
services to participate in high school gradu-
ation ceremonies with their peers. The law 
requires each school district that operates 
a high school to adopt a policy and develop 
procedures to determine which students 
receiving special education services can 
participate in graduation ceremonies after 
four years, even if they will remain in school 
beyond four years. Students who participate 
in the graduation ceremony will receive a 
certificate of attendance, which is not a high 
school diploma. Students will receive a di-
ploma when they complete their graduation 
requirements.

Testing for Students in Special Education, continued

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.155.045
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=180-51-115
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.155.170
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Waivers, Appeals and Graduation Ceremonies
Special, Unavoidable Circumstance  
Appeals
Students in 12th grade who have been 
unable to demonstrate their skills and 
knowledge on the state tests or another 
assessment because of special, unavoidable 
circumstances may appeal to a High School 
Certificate Review Board. The board will re-
view and decide on all appeals in May 2015.
This appeals process is for students who 
have the skills, but who have not had an op-
portunity to show those skills because of 
special, unavoidable circumstances. Those 
who have had access to testing are not  
eligible to apply for this appeal.
For more information, visit  
bit.ly/SUCappeals.

11th- and 12th-Grade Transfer Students
Students who transfer into a Washington 
state public school in their 11th- or 12th-
grade year have the opportunity to qualify 
for graduation without taking a state test.
Depending on the transfer student’s situa-
tion, there are two possible alternatives:
1.	 Waiver: A student who moves to Wash-

ington from another state may apply 
to receive a waiver of the assessment 
graduation requirement if the student 
has previously passed that state’s high 
school exam. The waiver does not grant 
the student a Certificate of Academic 
Achievement (CAA). 

2.	 Direct	access: A student who moves to 
Washington from another state or from 
an in-state non-public school setting 
(private or home school) may apply for 
direct access to the CAA Options without 
taking a state exam first. 
A student who submits a waiver applica-
tion automatically has direct access to 
the CAA Options. Meeting standard with 
a CAA Option does grant the student a 
CAA. 

Graduation Ceremonies
School districts, by their own school board 
policy, determine who participates in  
graduation ceremonies. 
The state has no authority over graduation  
ceremonies. 
Most school districts allow students to par-
ticipate only if they have fulfilled all gradua-
tion requirements. However, some districts 
do make exceptions. Families should consult 
with their specific school district about their 
graduation ceremony policy. 
For more information on graduation cer-
emonies for students receiving special 
education services, refer to Kevin’s Law on 
page 15.

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WaiverAppeals/SpecialCircumstances.aspx
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Options for Students Not Graduating  
After Four Years of High School
Students who have not met their high school 
graduation requirements AND have not 
earned a regular high school diploma are 
eligible for a free public education through 
the school year in which they turn 21 years 
old. This includes students under 21 who have 
earned a high school equivalency certificate 
or are enrolled in:
• Career and technical education programs 

including skill centers;
• Transitional bilingual instruction  

programs;
• Special education programs; OR
• Migrant education programs.
High schools and school districts continue 
to receive Basic Education Allocation (BEA) 
and any other funding that these students 
generate.

Free Options
Free options are available for students who 
are NOT graduating after four years of high 
school and want to meet their high school 
graduation requirements. The options are:
1.	 Stay	Enrolled	in	High	School:	All stu-

dents are eligible to attend their resident 
high school through the school year in 
which they turn 21.

2.	 Enroll	in	a	School	District	High	School	
Completion	Program:	School districts 
may contract with community colleges 
to offer tuition-free high school comple-
tion programs to students still enrolled 
in their resident school district. Upon 
completion of program, students would 
receive a high school diploma from that 
district.

3.	 Continue	Running	Start:	Students who 
participated in Running Start during 
their 11th- and 12th-grade years but 
didn’t complete the classes required for 
high school graduation may continue 
their Running Start participation, but 
only to take those classes through Run-
ning Start that they failed or did not 
complete and are needed to earn a high 
school diploma. (The Running Start 
program allows eligible 11th- and 12th-
grade students to take college classes 
tuition free and accrue both high school 
and college credit for those classes.)

Paid Options
Paid options are available for students who 
are NOT graduating after four years of high 
school and want to meet their high school 
graduation requirements. The options are:
1.	 Enroll	in	a	Community	and	Technical	

College	High	School	Completion	Pro-
gram:	A number of community colleges 
in the state offer high school comple-
tion programs, providing students with 
a high school diploma from the college. 
Students must drop out of their resident 
high school to enroll in these programs. 
In most cases, students are charged 
tuition and fees for enrollment, although 
the colleges have the authority to waive 
tuition and fees for students 19 and 
older. Students 16 to 18 years of age 
must have a signed release from their 
resident school district in order to enroll 
in a community college high school 
completion program. 

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
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2.	 Pursue	a	High	School	Equivalency	
Certificate: Students 16 and older may 
earn a high school equivalency certifi-
cate by passing required tests through a 
high school completion program. In or-
der to take the tests, students must have 
dropped out or withdrawn from their 
resident high school. State community 
and technical colleges are the official 
testing centers for the high school 
equivalency certificates. Students pay 
fees for the assessment(s) and may have 
to pay tuition and fees for preparation 
courses offered through community 
and technical colleges. The certificate is 
not identical to a high school diploma, 
and students who earn a high school 
equivalency certificate are considered 
dropouts for high school accountability 
purposes. However, students who are 
under 21 years of age and who have a 
high school equivalency certificate can 
still fulfill their high school graduation 
requirements and get their diploma. 
(See Free Options No. 1 and 2 above.)

3.	 Enroll	in	a	Public	Two-	or	Four-Year	
College	or	University:	Washington’s 
public colleges and universities do 
not require students to have a high 
school diploma in order to be admit-
ted, although a high school diploma 
significantly increases the chances of 
admission to the state’s four-year insti-
tutions. Students without high school 
diplomas who enroll in colleges and 
universities pay full tuition and fees 
like all other students. Students who do 
not have a high school diploma or high 
school equivalency certificate may not 
be eligible for certain federal, state and 
private financial aid.

Options for Students Not Graduating After Four Years of High School, 
continued

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
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Resources Available Online 
www.k12.wa.us/Resources

Learning by Choice
Answers to commonly asked questions 
about the Learning by Choice law, options 
created by the No Child Left Behind Act, 
and other enrollment options available to 
students in public, private and home-based 
instruction.

Your Child’s Progress 
An interactive digital brochure that covers 
learning standards and state tests by grade.

State Testing 2015 
This one-page handout covers key testing 
information and dates on the front and pro-
vides answers to FAQs on the back. 

Graduation Requirements Checklist
Worksheets, by graduating class, to ensure 
state and local credit and testing require-
ments have been met. Also, an FAQ on how 
to meet the requirements.

Overview of Certificate of Academic 
Achievement Options 
Some students may need to use an assess-
ment other than a state exam to demon-
strate their skills. For them, the CAA Options 
— or state-approved alternatives — are 
available. 

Options for Students Not Graduating 
After Four Years of High School 
Some students take longer than four years 
to graduate. This document explains a stu-
dent’s options.

Parent/Guardian Access to Their 
Child’s Test Booklets 
How parents/guardians can request their 
child’s test booklet, what to expect after sub-
mitting a request and when a score appeal 
can be filed. 

Special Education and State Testing 
State testing options available to students in 
special education.

More Information
State Testing
• www.WAtesting.com
• statetesting@k12.wa.us

State Graduation Requirements
• www.k12.wa.us/GraduationRequirements
• www.sbe.wa.gov
• gradreq@k12.wa.us

http://www.k12.wa.us/Resources
http://
http://www.WAtesting.com
mailto:statetesting%40k12.wa.us?subject=
http://www.k12.wa.us/GraduationRequirements
http://www.sbe.wa.gov
mailto:gradreq%40k12.wa.us?subject=


Department of Teaching and Learning 
 October Report  

November 4, 2014 
                                   

 
Professional Development: 

• Comprehensive TPEP training was held in October. Each participant had a goal-setting meeting 
with the evaluator and scheduled an initial observation. 

• The majority of the district’s first year educators, and a couple 2nd and 3rd year, are enrolled in 
New Educator Training through the ESD. The five sessions are being held in Aberdeen. 

• Kathy Budge and Bill Parrett continued the training for District Leadership on Turning High 
Poverty Schools into High Performing Schools. 

• Mary McConnell, OSPI trainer, presented information on Differentiated Instruction to district 
certificated staff on the October 17, the TRI Day. 
  

Assessments: 
• OSPI notified districts that the 10th Grade ELA Exit Exam will now be the same as the ELA 11th 

grade Smarter Balanced Test but will have a lower cut score. Districts may choose to have 10th 
grade students take the test online or in booklets. 

• The Fall MAP Assessment window closed on October 20. We are now in the process (6th of 8 
steps) of migrating to web-based MAP, which will be ready by the winter window in January. 
 

AVID: 
• A team from both Miller Junior High and JM Weatherwax attended an AVID/Navigation 101 data 

workshop. One takeaway was that in 2016 when the district high school graduation requirement 
of three social studies credits is implemented, a greater percentage of our graduates should 
have a college ready transcript. 

• Each school now has a full contingent of AVID tutors.   
• The AVID 11th and 12th grade students attended a College Fair on October 30. 

 
Highly Capable: 

• The Highly Capable Team met and 16 students were recommended for the program. From the 
large field of nominations, seventy-two students qualified to take the OLSAT. Once parents 
return permission slips for the students to be in the program, Student Learning Plans will be 
written. 

 



Assessment Schedule 2014‐2015 
 

  Month/Date   Assessment   Grades/Program   Notes 
August 12-13 HSPE Writing  10th-12th  
August 14 HSPE Reading 10th-12th  
 
September DIBELS K--6  
September 8-October 31 WaKIDS: TS Gold P-K  
September 29-October 20 Fall MAP K-8; Title 1/LAP/SpED @ HS Reading, Math; + Language @ HS; Science- 5, 7, 8 
November 3-14 WAAS/DAPE 11th and 12th  Students with IEPs who have not met standard 
November 17 WAAS Portfolio  Retake opportunity for Spring 2014 submission 
 
January DIBELS K-6, as needed  
January 28 COE Submission  12th Reading, Writing, Algebra, Geometry, Biology 
January 12 --30 EOC-Alg, Geom & Biology 9th-12th Currently enrolled or did not meet standard previously 
January 21 --February 11 Winter MAP K-8; Title 1/LAP/SpED @ HS All-Reading & Math; + Language-HS; Science - 5, 7, 8. 
February 2 -- March 13 WELPA K-12 ELL & Title III 
February 10 NAEP 8th Students as determined by NAEP 
 
March 10 --- April 23 Smarter Balanced 3rd ELA Online 
March 17 HSPE Reading Retake 11th & 12th Students who have not previously met standard 
March 18 & 19 HSPE Writing Retake 11th & 12th Students who have not previously met standard 
March 23 -- June 15 Smarter Balanced/10th ELA 3-8 Math; 4-8 ELA, 10th ELA Exit Exam 

 
Online 

March 23-June 15 SpED Off-Grade (DAPE) 11th & 12th SPED Online 
April 20 --- June 5 MSP Science 5th and 8th Online 
April 29 Subsequent COE Collection  12th For students who are eligible 
 
May-June DIBELS K-6  
May 4 --- June 15 Smarter Balanced Grade 11 ELA and Math Online 
May 12 --- 14 or May 19 --- 21 Grade 10 ELA Exit Exam 10th Paper/pencil 
May 26 -- June 16 Spring MAP K-8; Title 1/LAP/SpED @ HS Reading & Math; Language-HS only; Science --5, 7, 8. 
May 11- June 12 EOC in Algebra, Geometry  9th-12th Currently enrolled or have not previously met standard 
May 11- June 12 EOC Biology 9th-12th Currently enrolled or have not previously met standard 
June 10 COE Submission  11th/12th who meet criteria Reading, Writing, Algebra, Geometry, Biology 

 
Oct. 21, 2014 



October 24, 201 4 

Aberdeen SD 5 
Thomas Opstad 
216 North G St 
Aberdeen, WA 98520 

Dear Thomas Opstad , 

ST~ TE~ o~· \\'~~IJ:I~;G)"I:o~~ 
Ronald A. Strabbing, County Treasurer 

Post Office Box 831 
Montesano, Washington 98563 

Phone (360) 249-3751 Fax (360) 249-5705 

Each year adjustments are made to the tax rolls AFTER the taxes have been calculated and billed. These changes 
both increase and decrease the amount of tax your district can collect. When the sum of these changes results in a 
net decrease to the amount of tax you can collect, the law allows you to impose a refund levy to recover those lost tax 
dollars. 

RCW 84.69.180 authorizes taxing districts to levy a refund levy to recover taxes that were refunded and/or cancelled 
during the last twelve months. The net refunds/cancellations for the year Oct. 1, 2013 thru Sept. 30, 2014 that can be 
recovered through a refund levy in 2015 for the Aberdeen SD 5 Bond Fund is shown in option (a) below. 

Your legislative body is responsible for determining if they wish to levy all, part or none of these lost tax 
revenues. 

Please select from one of the following options to (a) re-levy ALL of your net lost revenue, (b) re-levy PART 
of your net lost revenue or (c) re-levy NONE of your net lost revenue. 

(a) D Aberdeen SD 5 hereby certifies a refund levy in its Bond Fund for collection in 2015 in the amount of 
$19,623.86 to recover net refunds/cancellations. 

( b) D Aberdeen SD 5 hereby certifies a refund levy in its Bond Fund for collection in 2015 in the amount of 
$ to recover a portion of the net refunds/cancellations reflected in (a) above. 

( C) D Aberdeen SD 5 does NOT WISH TO RE-LEVY ANY of its Bond Fund net refunds/cancellations during the 
2015 tax year. 

District Representative Signature Date 

District Representative Name & Title (Please Print) 

Sincerely, 

°11.~· o?f 
R. Strabbing 
Grays Harbor County Treasurer 

Please choose (a); (b}, including amount; or (c) - sign, date, and return on or before November 30, 2014 to: 

Grays Harbor County Assessor 
100 W. Broadway, Suite 21 
Montesano, WA 98563 



October 24, 2014 

Aberdeen SD 5 
Thomas Opstad 
216 North G St 
Aberdeen, WA 98520 

Dear Thomas Opstad , 

ST.~.TE~ OE""'' ~S~~:GTO·~' 
Ronald A. Strabbing, County T reasurer 

Post Office Box 831 
Montesano, Washington 98563 

Phone (360) 249-375 1 Fax (360) 249-5705 

Each year adjustments are made to the tax rolls AFTER the taxes have been calculated and billed. These changes 
both increase and decrease the amount of tax your district can collect. When the sum of these changes results in a 
net decrease to the amount of tax you can collect, the law allows you to impose a refund levy to recover those lost tax 
dollars. 

RCW 84.69.180 authorizes taxing districts to levv a refund levy to recover taxes that were refunded and/or cancelled 
during the last twelve months. The net refunds/cancellations for the year Oct. 1, 2013 thru Sept. 30, 2014 that can be 
recovered through a refund levy in 2015 for the Aberdeen SD 5 General Fund is shown in option (a) below. 

Your legislative body is responsible for determining if they wish to levy all, part or none of these lost tax 
revenues. 

Please select from one of the following options to (a) re-levy ALL of your net lost revenue, {b) re-levy PART 
of your net lost revenue or (c) re-levy NONE of your net lost revenue. 

(a) D Aberdeen SD 5 hereby certifies a refund levy in its General Fund for collection in 2015 in the amount of 
$39,423.92 to recover net refunds/cancellations. 

( b) D Aberdeen SD 5 hereby certifies a refund levy in its General Fund for collection in 2015 in the amount of 
$ to recover a portion of the net refunds/cancellations reflected in (a) above. 

( C) D Aberdeen SD 5 does NOT WISH TO RE-LEVY ANY of its General Fund net refunds/cancellations during 
the 2015 tax year. 

District Representative Signature Date 

District Representative Name & Title (Please Print) 

Sincerely, 

~- '4- "?? 
R. Strabbing 
Grays Harbor County Treasurer 

Please choose (a); {b), including amount; or (c) - sign, date, and return on or before November 30, 2014 to: 

Grays Harbor County Assessor 
100 W. Broadway, Suite 21 
Montesano, WA 98563 



 CERTIFICATED 
 

No Certificated Business  
       

  CLASSIFIED 
 

HIRES:  We recommend the Board approve the following classified hires: 
 
Name Location Position Effective Date 
Ariella Deverse District McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison 11/10/14 
John Bates A.J. West Elementary Student Helper – 21st Century Program 10/23/14 
Donna Pearson A.J. West Elementary College Helper – 21st Century Program 10/22/14 
Gerri Stone Central Park Elementary Para-educator – Current year only 10/27/14 
Mary Stout Central Park Elementary Para-educator 10/27/14 
 
CHANGE OF ASSIGNMENT:  We recommend the Board approve the following classified change of 
assignment: 
 
Name To:                                          From: Position Effective Date 
Peter Ross Aberdeen High School            A.J. West Elementary Custodian  11/03/14 
 
RESIGNATION:  We recommend the Board approve the following classified resignation: 
 
Name Location Position Effective Date 
Pamela Black McDermoth Elementary Para-educator 11/5/14 
 
 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR CONTRACTS:  We recommend the Board approve the following extra-curricular 
contracts: 
 
Name Location Position Effective Date 
Leonard Barnes Aberdeen High School Boys’ Basketball - Head Coach 11/17/14 
Aaron Cleverly Aberdeen High School Boys’ Basketball - Assistant Coach 11/17/14 
Aric Cleverly Aberdeen High School Boys’ Basketball - Assistant Coach 11/17/14 
Aaron Roiko Aberdeen High School Girls’ Basketball - Head Coach 11/17/14 
Sean Jamieson Aberdeen High School Girls’ Basketball - Assistant Coach 11/17/14 
Gienelle Harless Aberdeen High School Girls’ Basketball - Assistant Coach 11/17/14 
Angela Durr Aberdeen High School Boys’ Swim - Head Coach 11/17/14 
Robert Burns Aberdeen High School Boys’ Swim - Assistant Coach .5 FTE 11/17/14 
Maggie May Aberdeen High School Boys’ Swim - Assistant Coach .5 FTE 11/17/14 
Chuck Veloni Aberdeen High School Wrestling -  Head Coach 11/17/14 
Dustin Moulton Aberdeen High School Wrestling - Assistant Coach 11/17/14 
Craig Yakovich Aberdeen High School Wrestling - Assistant Coach 11/17/14 
Tamar Yakovich Aberdeen High School Wrestling (Girls) - Assistant Coach 11/17/14 
Tom Dickson Miller Jr. High School Girls’ Basketball – Head Coach 11/17/14 
Larry Fleming Miller Jr. High School Girls’ Basketball – Head Coach 11/17/14 
Paul Hendrickson Miller Jr. High School Girls’ Basketball – Head Coach 11/17/14 
Larry Kinread Miller Jr. High School Girls’ Basketball – Head Coach 11/17/14 
Shon Schreiber Miller Jr. High School Wrestling – Head Coach 11/17/14 
Ryan Harless Miller Jr. High School Wrestling – Assistant Coach 11/17/14 
 
Substitute: 
   Para-educator:  
     Michelle June 
     Dani Levesque 
 
 Board Action 10/21/14                                        Page 1 of 1     
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